
IMMEDIATE 
RESPONSE IN 
ALTADENA: 
IGLESIAS EL NUEVO 
NACIMIENTO LEADS 
THE WAY
Within one week of the Altadena fi res, Iglesias El Nuevo Nacimiento 
church was on the ground in the burned zone serving families.

I love Altadena but now there is nobody here. 
We were in North Hollywood for a bit, and 
then Highland Park. Now we’re in LA. It’s just 
bouncing around here and there. So it’s been 
a struggle. We rely on the resources that 
people can give and donate. It truly means 
the world to us. From the bottom of my 
heart, thank you.

— GUILLERMO
ALTADENA FIRE SURVIVOR



CITYSERVE ‘FIRE RELIEF’ 
EVENT HELPS ALTADENA FIRE 
SURVIVORS REBUILD
ALTADENA, Calif. – Nearly a 1,000 victims of the 
Altadena fi restorm received vital relief supplies 
and renewed hope during the “Rebuilding 
Together: Altadena Fire Relief” community 
event. 

A unique collaboration of corporate, faith-based, 
and non-profi t groups, including CityServe, 
ModifyHealth, Cope Health Solutions, Some1 
Loves You and the Los Angeles-based Iglesias El 
Nuevo Nacimiento church, partnered to provide 
emergency support for the community as it 
continues to recover.

“We were honored to serve the Altadena 
community, especially in this time of urgent 
need,” said Jen Lane, Vice President of Healthcare 
Programming at ModifyHealth. “‘Rebuilding 
Together’ refl ects the power of collaboration 
and our commitment to ensuring families 
have access to nutritious meals and essential 
resources during diffi  cult times.”

Among the day’s highlights:
• ModifyHealth provided over 1,600 fully 

prepared meals in insulated cooler bags 
to support the community. In addition, 
ModifyHealth’s Community Health team was 
onsite, assisting eligible Medi-Cal members in 
accessing available benefi ts and resources.

• Cope Health Solutions provided backpacks
and undergarments to community members 
and had Community Health Workers onsite to 
assist eligible Medi-Cal members in accessing 
their benefi ts.

• Hundreds of families received relief supplies
via car pick-up lanes.

• Other items distributed included water, 
canned food, Jockey apparel, toys, hygiene 
items and household supplies.

Iglesias El Nuevo was one of the fi rst relief 
groups allowed to enter the Altadena area after 
the fi res were doused. Still, the long-term impact 
of the fi restorms is now becoming apparent, 
compounding the Southern California aff ordable 
housing crisis.

“The devastation was heartbreaking,” said Mario 
Solorzano, Pastor of Iglesias El Nuevo. “Just 
seeing it was hard to bear. Eighty percent of the 
people who were evacuated did not get out with 
anything except what they had on their bodies. 
They thought they would come back, but they 
basically lost everything.”

CityServe has supported fi re victims in Southern 
California since the fi res began early in the 
year, collaborating to host several events and 
remaining engaged in local communities through 
its partner churches.

“The local church is the real hero here,” said 
Wendell Vinson, co-founder of CityServe 
International. “The aid of relief organizations is 
essential, but it is the local church that will be 
here for years to come. These communities need 
that kind of long-term investment and our role is 
to empower them to do that work.”

These were multi-generational homes. This is 
what people like to work their entire lives to 
build up to. The fi res burned it all. We’ve seen 
so many churches come here and off er 
supplies and prayer. We are so grateful.

— KIM
ALTADENA FIRE SURVIVOR



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRE 
VICTIMS RECEIVE VITAL RELIEF 
AND RESOURCES AT ‘HOPE FOR 
LA’ EVENT HOSTED BY CITYSERVE 
AND THE LA DREAM CENTER
LOS ANGELES, Calif. – Corporate and faith-
based partners provided resources and 
mobilized volunteers to bring essential relief, 
hope, and encouragement for LA-area families 
aff ected by the wildfi res at Saturday’s ‘Hope for 
LA’ event.

This timely outreach event for wildfi re victims 
was held at the Los Angeles Dream Center, 
and co-hosted by CityServe, PMI Foods, and 
WorldVision, among several other partners. 

“Everyone here is in this for the long haul,” said 
CityServe Senior Vice President Todd Lamphere. 
“The reality is that it will take a long, long time to 
rebuild these communities. But we also need to 
rebuild the lives of those who live here by helping 
them recover and heal, both emotionally and 
spiritually. That’s where the church has a vital 
role to play.”

Among the highlights:

• 2,000 people received a free taco lunch
• Water, canned goods, and other food items 

were distributed
• Volunteers handed out several clothing 

items, including Jockey apparel
• Many hygiene items were distributed
• Several children received toys as well

Hundreds of aff ected families visited the LA 
Dream Center, renowned in the community 
for its residential and outreach programs that 
address homelessness, hunger, and education 
needs.  

“Our hearts go out to all those aff ected,” 
Lamphere added. “We’re determined that as 
they walk through this adversity, they’ll know 
they’re not alone.”It will take a long, long time to rebuild these 

communities. But we also need to rebuild the 
lives of those who live here by helping them 
recover and heal, both emotionally and 
spiritually.

— TODD LAMPHERE
CITYSERVE SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

SCAN TO SEE HOW WE’RE BRINGING HOPE 
AND RELIEF TO LA WILDFIRE VICTIMS.



“COMPTON OUTREACH” 
WITH LOVE AND UNITY CHURCH

2,000
people were served

97 new salvations 
recorded

SCAN TO SEE HOW CITYSERVE IS 
EMPOWERING LOCAL CHURCHES 
TO SUPPORT FAMILIES IN 
ALTADENA’S WILDFIRE RECOVERY.



THE IMPACT OF THE 
LA COUNTY FIRES

5 WILDFIRES
fueled by dry conditions 
and strong winds.

29,000
ACRES
of land burned.

29 LIVES LOST & 180,000
INDIVIDUALS DISPLACED

OVER 2,000
structures damaged.

RESIDENTS OF ALTADENA,
predominantly working-class families without insurance, have 
been among the hardest hit, losing their homes and all of their 
belongings. 

CityServe Disaster Response partners with local 
churches because they are present before, 
during and after crises. Local churches provide 
not only immediate relief but also enduring hope, 
helping to rebuild their communities long after 
the headlines fade. 

WATCH OUR 
JANUARY 

OUTREACH!

WHY THE LOCAL 
CHURCH?

Since Tuesday, January 7th



Before the fi res, I was active. I was working, 
going forward, and paying bills. Then everything 
changed after the fi re. I lost everything. But 
what gives me hope is Jesus Christ. The 
Lord is here with us.

— EDDIE
ALTADENA FIRE SURVIVOR


